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A picture!

At last! A workable home TV tape-recorder kit

By Ronald M. Benrey

T SOUNDED incredible. A TV tape
I recorder you build from a kit for about

$4002 That's exactlyv what the note
from our European Editor said. A small
British electronics firm—Wesgrove Ltd.—was
offering the kit for sale to experimenters
and electronics hobbyists,

Its specifications were brief: The VTR-
500 records and plays back black-and-white
television when connected to any standard
TV set.

But I was still staggered by that $400
price tag. The cheapest factory-built TV
recorders cost several thousand dollars. 1
know; I've gone shopping. Ever since PS
reported the first prototype TV recorder for
home use [Oct. '63], T've dreamed about
owning my own personal machine.

What would I do with it? In the begin-

|02 POPULAR SCIENCE AUGUST 1965

All it took was one last twist of the “azimuth” knob.

PS Builds

ning, I'd record the best TV shows so I
could play them back whenever I wanted.
I might even collect a tape library of tele-
vised plays, concerts, movies, operas, cham-
pionship athletic events.

But that’s not all. Why couldn’t my wife
record the Saturdav-afternoon ball game?
Then I'd be able to watch it in the evening
when 1 came back from the golf course.
Someday, I might even add a low-cost
closed-circuit TV camera, and make TV
“home movies.”

True, $400 buys a lot of lunches, but the
VTR-500 was too good to pass up. I fig-
ured I could swing it without selling the
family buggy.

Our kit had to be shipped to us from
England, but if vou want a VIR-500. vou
can order it from the new U.S. distributor:
P.AF. Enterprises, 32 E St., Bayonne,
N.J. The price is $405 FOB Bavonne.

that shatters the






